
 

 

July-August 2021 

 

 

Dear Parishioners,  

 

Peace and all good things! 

 

I hope you are doing well and that you are returning to some normalcy in your lives.  As you may 

have heard the Franciscan Friars are withdrawing from the parish at the end of August, so this is 

my final letter to you as your pastor.  I hope to be transferred to Burlington, NC.  I look forward 

to continued recuperation and settling into a new ministry there. 

 

Week by week, it has been wonderful to see so many of you returning to Mass now that the 

pandemic seems to have lessened. As Catholics we have a most blessed opportunity to be fed by 

the Lord through the Holy Eucharist.  At every Mass, the Lord invites us as individuals and as a 

community of faith to receive His Most precious Body and Blood.  

 

In May, Bishop Peter Jugis reinstated our obligation to attend Saturday evening or Sunday Masses.  

It is not only our moral obligation to come to Mass, but it is also essential to our spiritual health 

and our relationship with the Lord Jesus.   

 

Recently, I heard one pastor share an example of why it is necessary for Catholics to come to Mass. 

He said: imagine that you are hungry. You turn on your TV or computer screen and see some 

scrumptious food.  Although you see it, you are unable to eat it, so you remain hungry. Only by 

consuming actual food, can you relieve your hunger.  The same goes for the Eucharist (Mass).  

While we watched Mass online, we probably were satisfied with the that opportunity to worship, 

but we were not fed with the actual Body and Blood of Christ. Many people have even shared that 

watching the Mass online caused them to hunger even more for Communion.    

 

Therefore, we look forward to your return to regular Mass attendance. If you are already back with 

us, please encourage your friends, neighbors, and family members to come back as well. It is with 

great excitement that we will be reunited as the vibrant faith community that we have always been. 

 

To help us celebrate our coming back to Church, we are having a special weekend called 

“Welcome Back to Church”.  The date for this celebration is the weekend of August 21-22, 

2021, at all Masses.  After all Masses at both Fatima and Mercy, ice-cream cups will be served. 

It will make this day special and joyful.   

 

Included with this mailing you will find a piece of cloth. On your cloth, please attach your family 

photo.   Please include your names (individuals or family), too. Bring the cloth back to the church 

August 14-15 or August 21-22, 2021.  In the front of the church there will be a banner to which 

you will be able to pin your cloth.  Our hope is that we will create a patchwork quilt representing 

our church family.  

 



 

From Fr. Joe Angelini and Fr. Daniel Pal and myself and all the Franciscan Friars who have served 

you, thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your kindness, support, and friendship during the 

thirty-four years we have been with you.  May the Lord Jesus shed his light upon all the people of 

Our Lady of Mercy and Our Lady of Fatima Church and bring you PEACE. 

 

Gratefully Yours in Christ, Jesus, 

 

 

 

Fr. Carl Zdancewicz, OFM Conv. 

Pastor 


