
 

 

 

February 2021 

 

 

 Dear Parishioners, 

 

 

Peace and all good things to you! 

 

 

 I hope that all of you are healthy, safe, and filled with a sense of peace with lots of hope 

for the future. Currently last year, we were living a normal life and preparing our hearts for the 

season of Lent. We did not expect so many changes that came from the sudden arrival of 

COVID-19 across the globe and especially in our community.  During this last year, our lives 

changed dramatically. Life is a little bit simpler in some ways, but life can also be more difficult 

as we try to meet our individual needs and the needs of our friends and family members. Please 

continue to pray for our Church community and for your families that everyone is filled with 

God’s gift of peace and comfort. It is the Lord of life whom we serve and adore. Let us be glad 

for his presence among us.  

 

Thank you for your very generous response to our financial needs in 2020. Your 

generosity at Christmas was greatly appreciated.   Please continue to financially support Our 

Lady of Mercy.  We are currently down in our January collections by 17%.  Please ask your 

fellow parishioners who do not attend weekend Masses at Our Lady of Mercy/Fatima Church to 

also contribute to the finances online.  Please also, remember the Diocesan Support Appeal 

begins in February.  I ask that each family donate to this Appeal.   

 

We begin the month of February by remembering the presentation of the Lord in the 

temple. Forty days after the birth of Christ, Mary and Joseph faithfully go to the temple to 

present the child Jesus to the Lord. There, they find Simeon and Anna who have devoted 

themselves to a life of prayer and fasting. Surely, they had difficult times in life, but they 

remained faithful in God’s promise. Because of this, they were able to see and recognize the 

savior of the world, “a light for revelation to the Gentiles”. We too are called to recognize Jesus 

as Lord. February 17th, we come together for Ash Wednesday and begin another 40-day journey 

in the life of Christ. On this journey, we will reflect on the death and resurrection of Jesus. Like 

Simeon and Anna, we hope that prayer and fasting will lead us to a conversion of our hearts. 

Amid the chaos and darkness surrounding these times, we strive to share our eternal hope with 

the world around us. We remember that during Jesus’ darkest moments of agony, he turned to 

prayer. We are assured that God will be there to support us as his Son promises: “Whoever 

believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” May 

we all find enlightenment in the areas most in need of Christ’s healing in preparation of our 

recommitment of our own baptismal promises at Easter.  

 



Due to restrictions of the pandemic, we will celebrate Lent a little differently this year. 

We have additional services on Ash Wednesday scheduled to ensure that everyone may 

participate in this Special day. Each Friday during Lent we hope you will join us for the Stations 

of the Cross. We will not have any additional penance services this year, so please refer to our 

weekly schedule and plan accordingly.  

 

Schedule for Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2021 

† 8:30 AM Mass (English) 

† 12:00 PM Service with Deacon Serge 

† 5:30 PM Mass (English) 

† 7:15 PM Mass (Spanish) 

† 7:30 PM Gym Service (Spanish)  

Stations of the Cross Every Friday of Lent 

† 6:00 PM (English) 

† 7:15 PM (Spanish) 

 Saturday Confession Schedule  

  † 4:00-4:45 PM (English) 

  †          6:00-6:45 PM (Spanish) 

 

Fr. Daniel Pal, a Franciscan Friar, will be joining our ministry here at Our Lady of 

Mercy/Fatima in February.  There will be more information about Fr. Dan in the parish bulletin 

in the coming weeks.  Please welcome him and enjoy his ministry.   

 

Please continue to pray for me as I will for you.   

  

Your Brother in Christ Jesus, 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Carl Zdancewicz, OFM Conv. 

Pastor 

 

 

 


